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Summary: 

Twin-Disc is a clutch producing corporation in Racine, Wisconsin.  This collection contains a series of annual reports, employee manuals, research materials related to the company, newspaper clippings, copies of the company magazine Production Road, promotional materials, and service manuals. 
Biographical/Historical Note
 

Twin-Disc, Inc. designs, manufactures, and supplies the highly sophisticated components that transmit and control developed power from the engine of a vehicle, machine, or boat to the wheels, tracks, or propellers that make it run.  Founded in 1918, Twin-Disc remains an important part of Racine, Wisconsin and moving machinery worldwide.  This collection largely covers the period of President John Batten and Twin-Disc’s significant growth in the 1960s and 1970s into the strong corporation it has become today.

Content Description 

Although this collection is noted to contain records from 1919-1989, the bulk of the records range only from 1949 to 1989.  Amongst this collection is a series of annual reports for Twin-Disc.  These annual reports are from 1949, 1951, 1953-1955, and 1964-1989.  A photocopy of the company’s original Article of Association with the State of Wisconsin from 1919 is also included in this collection.  Two employee’s manuals and an interview with VP of Finance Robert T. Howell are also included.

Research conducted by Twin-Disc has been broken up into four sections and discussed more fully in the ARRANGEMENT section of this finding aid below.

Newspaper clippings from the Racine Journal Times about Twin-Disc are also included.  The clippings span 1971-74 and 1978-81.  Issues of Production Road, Twin-Disc’s corporate magazine, are included but are incomplete, containing complete collections for volumes 34-40, but scattered issues from Vol. 31, 32, 33, and 41.  In whole, there are issues from 1962-1963, and 1970-1981, but is an incomplete collection.

The largest portion of the collection is the numerous service manuals for Twin-Disc machinery assembly and repair.  Due to the large numbers of mechanical devices devised by Twin-Disc, it is difficult to know whether this is a complete collection of service manuals.  For more about these service manuals, see Arrangement.
Administrative Information

Acquisition Information:

Donated by Bob Bachmann in 1990.

Access Restrictions: 

There are no access restrictions on the materials, and the collection is open to all members of the public in accordance with state law.
Use Restrictions: 

The researcher assumes full responsibility for conforming with the laws of libel, privacy, and copyright which may be involved in the use of this collection (Wisconsin Statutes 19.21-19.39).

Preferred Citation: 

Archives and Area Research Center. Manuscript Collection MC 014, Twin Disc, Inc. Collection. UW-Parkside Archives, University of Wisconsin--Parkside.


Processing Note: 

Processed by Philip Spitzer in 2008.
Arrangement:

The files are organized alphabetically by content and subject, then chronologically, except for the miscellaneous research files, which are organized specifically by their publishers, and then arranged chronologically.  Miscellaneous research related to the mechanical operations of Twin-Disc products can contain a variety of materials, including theses, reports, and company correspondence.  Topics in miscellaneous research include:

1. American Society of Mechanical Engineers Papers

2. Mechanical Research Created From Persons Outside the Company

3. Mechanical Research Created From Persons Inside the Company

4. Society of Automotive Engineers Papers

Service manuals are arranged by their service manual (SM) numbers.  It should be noted that these files are not arranged chronologically, but rather begin at SM-107 and continue with successive numbers individually.  Service manuals are not arranged by types of machinery, but strictly to the service manual number system.  Also, for each service manual, the initial date of publishing along with the date of revision is included.  If the particular volume has been revised more than once, the most recent date has been included.  Previous editions besides the original have not been included.

Newspaper clippings and Production Road are incomplete and probably have missing elements.  They are arranged chronologically by date of publication.

Related Collections: 

MC 011, John E. Sullivan Collection, 1897-2003.
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